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About RugMark

History

Worldwide attention was drawn to the use of child labour in handmade rugs in the 1980s. Studies by the International Labour Organization (ILO), the U.S. Department of Labour and human rights groups revealed that the industry was illegally employing and exploiting large numbers of children. Even more shocking, many children were found to be victims of debt bondage or forced labour, practices specifically banned by the United Nations and the ILO and condemned as contemporary forms of slavery.

By the late 1980s, Kailash Satyarthi, chairman of the South Asian Coalition on Child Servitude was leading the global fight against child labour. After many years of rescuing Indian children from bonded labour in the rug industry only to see them replaced by others, Mr. Satyarthi recognized that no matter how many children were liberated, others would be forced to take their places at the looms. He wanted to create a market incentive for manufacturers to stop exploiting children on an industry wide basis.

In September 1994, the RugMark Foundation was formally established by a coalition of non-governmental organisations, businesses, government entities, and multilateral groups such as UNICEF. The first carpets bearing the RugMark label were exported from India at the beginning of 1995, mainly to Germany. Over the next four years, RugMark expanded its certification and rehabilitation activities to Nepal and Pakistan.

During the same time, the number of countries actively promoting the RugMark label also grew, and the UK office was opened in 2001. 
To date, more than five and a half million rugs bearing the RugMark label have been exported to Europe and North America.

What is Rugmark?

RugMark is a global, not-for-profit organisation dedicated to providing a better life for thousands of children working illegally in the rug industry across South Asia.

The problem of child labour in South Asia's hand-made rug industry became world-wide news in the 1990s, and in consequence consumer interest in hand made rugs fell sharply. This drop in demand meant that abject poverty became a reality for the families and communities who relied on making rugs for their income.

RugMark was created in India, in 1994 – as the rug industry's own initiative – to provide independent, ethical accreditation that not only reassured consumers, but also provided better training and conditions for workers in the hand-made rug industry. 
So far, RugMark has rescued over 3,000 children from working the looms, and prevented thousands more from entering the factories. Those rescued from working are reunited with their families, or taken to live at a RugMark-sponsored rehabilitation centre.

RugMark also runs vital educational and welfare programmes for poor weaving families and their children – providing pre-school day care for small children who would otherwise spend their days hanging around factories waiting for their parents to finish work.

RugMark has become an associate member of ISEAL and has plans to expand the current standard to include environmental performance and health and safety and to ultimately expand its organisation into Afghanistan and China.

By buying rugs and carpets bearing the RugMark label, you can be sure they were not made by under-age children working illegally.
How it works

The RugMark labelling initiative operates through a network of licensed rug exporters and importers. All licensed exporters and importers are charged a licence fee for the use of RugMark product labels, and the fees generated are used to fund a system of random inspections, and welfare, education and rehabilitation projects.

Each of the three exporting countries (India, Nepal, Pakistan) has a RugMark office which signs agreements with licensed exporters. They agree to the following terms: 

· not to illegally employ children 

· to allow unannounced, random inspections by RugMark inspectors 

· to pay fair adult wages 

· to notify RugMark of all sales of labelled carpets 

RugMark's trained inspection teams carry out random unannounced inspections of village looms and factories to make sure that the conditions of the licence agreement are met.
In South East Asia

RugMark runs its own schools and rehabilitation centres, and partners with other organisations to support children's education. Other initiatives help create healthy, financially independent communities, providing health clinics, adult literacy and vocational training, and worker health and training seminars.

RugMark's educational programmes are designed so that children start with intensive literacy and numeracy training, preparing them for a formal education. Formal education programmes include language training, social studies, maths and science. Children also enjoy physical fitness and extracurricular pursuits in music and art.

RugMark schools encourage high academic standards, and every effort is made to help children continue their education through high school. Children over age 14 are encouraged to join vocational training programs supported by RugMark.

Once freed from the looms and given proper nutrition and support, children are capable of top academic and athletic achievements. In Nepal, for instance, 11 former child labourers are attending Little Angels - the top private school in the country (the children attend the school at reduced rates negotiated by RugMark Nepal).

For further information and case studies please visit www.rugmark.org.uk
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