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Competition Rules and Information

The 2009 Annual Design-a-Rug Competition

The Beat of the East
Sponsored by 100% Design the UK’s Leading Contemporary Interiors Event

The 2009 competition is now open and can be entered by all undergraduate and post graduate Design students in UK or Ireland, aged 18 or over.  Entries must be submitted by 1st June 2009.  Entrants are asked to demonstrate their creative and technical skills in designing a rug to be hand-knotted in a Nepalese craft workshop, which participates in the RugMark labelling initiative.  
The first prize winner will visit Nepal to see their rug design being woven and all winning and commended designs will be exhibited at the leading design show 100% Design in London 24-27 September 2009.
RugMark
RugMark’s vision is to bring an end to the use of illegal child labour in the hand-made rug industry, and to break the cycle of poverty by ensuring children receive an education instead of working.  The organisation has recently signed up to ISEAL, the International Social & Environmental Accreditation and Labelling Alliance, and is evolving to additionally encourage the responsible manufacture of rugs via the improvement of general working conditions and environmental protection.
Competition Brief
· Taking inspiration from the mood board entitled, “The Beat of the East”, design a rug which will be 6 feet x 9 feet in final size (the mood board is available as a PDF on the homepage of www.rugmark.org.uk).
· The design must be wholly original.
· A maximum of ten colours and two pile heights to be employed.
· Both cut and loop pile can be specified.

· The design must be suitable for hand-knotting in 100% Tibetan wool at 100 knots quality i.e.100 knots per square inch, which equates to 720 x 1080 pixels
Deliverables
· The design is to be submitted in a 2-dimensional, CAD format, 12 x 18 inches size.
· A small size woven sample may be submitted in addition to the 2D format, but is not compulsory or necessary to win.
· Each submission should be accompanied by a separate story board including up to 250 words of explanatory text.  For judging purposes, do not put your name on this.
· Enclose a completed entry form. Entry forms are available from the home page www.rugmark.org.uk as a download.
Please note we are unable to return any submitted materials, however we can arrange for designs to be collected.
Prizes
Winning students will be notified in writing within four weeks of the competition deadline.

All winning and commended designs will be exhibited at the leading design exhibition 100% Design at Earls Court 24-27 September 2009.  

First prize: The winning rug design will be made in Nepal* and the winner will receive a one week trip** to Kathmandu in July 2009 to see their rug on the loom.  The rug will be exhibited at the 100% Design Show 2009 after which it is the prize winner’s property.
Second prize: This rug design will also be made in Nepal*. The rug will then be exhibited at the 100% Design Show 2009 after which it is the prize winner’s property.
Third prize: £75 of High Street Vouchers.  The design will be exhibited at the 100% Design Show 2009.
It is anticipated 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizewinners will attend 100% Design and make themselves available on the RugMark stand to meet interested trade visitors and the press.
Commended designs: these will be exhibited at the 100% Design Show 2009 and fully credited to the relevant students.

* RugMark UK will organise and pay for the manufacture of the 1st and 2nd prize winners’ designs as 6’ x 9’ hand-woven, wool rugs using a manufacturer of its choice. RugMark UK reserves the right to adapt the manufacturing of the winning design to materials and techniques it will determine at its sole discretion.  At the end of the 100% Design show prize winners need to organise collection of their rugs.
** A one week trip is defined as a return trip to Kathmandu, economy fare on a commercial carrier, plus 6 nights hotel accommodation in a standard hotel. RugMark will arrange reservation and payment for the trip.  The competition organisers do not accept any liability for the winner’s safety during the trip, and the winner will have to demonstrate that they have adequate travel insurance and all recommended inoculations before commencing travel.

Judging
· Judges will make their decisions based on personal judgment, taking into account the following attributes: interpreting the brief to create a commercially attractive design, originality and quality of presentation. 
· Eligible submissions will be marked with a registration number, as will the accompanying storyboard and text.
· Each judge will examine every submission and will indicate the numbers of their preferred designs on a form.
· The entry receiving the most votes will be the winner.
· In case of a tie, a second round of judging will be held to consider the tied entries only.
· The judging panel’s decisions are confidential and final.
· Each judge will have the opportunity to select at his/her own discretion, a particular design which in their opinion deserves commendation.
Judging Panel
This will comprise a group of experts in design and the rug industry including: Deirdre Dyson the acclaimed Designer of contemporary handmade rugs and Ian Wallace of Forte Cloth, the leading Rug and Carpet Design Studio.
Terms and Conditions
Who can enter
Undergraduate and postgraduate students over the age of 18 and enrolled on a design related course in the UK or Ireland as at 1st March 2009.  The competition is open to residents of the UK and Ireland only.  Previous winners of the RugMark Design-a-Rug competition are not allowed to enter in 2009.

Closing date
All entries must be received at the offices (see address below) of RugMark UK by 5pm Monday June 1st 2009.  Proof of delivery is not proof of receipt.

RugMark UK
2nd Floor, 1 Ogden Street
Didsbury
Manchester
M20 6DN
In addition

· All entries are to be devoid of any identification and must have attached a sealed envelope containing a completed official entry form (download from www.rugmark.org.uk).  The identity of the winners will only be made known to the judges after the judging process has taken place.
· Prizes are non-transferable or refundable.  There is no cash alternative.

· It is anticipated the 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizewinners will attend the 100% Design Show for one or more days 24 – 27th September 2009 and be prepared to be photographed and interviewed if required.
· The decision of the judges is final.
· By entering this competition entrants agree to the unconditional acceptance of the rules and regulations as stated.
Ownership & copyright

· Each entrant must warrant that it owns the copyright, trademark and other intellectual property rights in their design.

· All drawings, photographs, samples etc. submitted to the competition will become property of RugMark UK. We regret that we cannot return original artwork, however entries can be arranged to be collected.  Each entrant will retain full copyright of all his/her materials unless otherwise assigned (see below).

Exhibition and publication

· RugMark UK retains the right to reproduce any and all parts of submissions for the purpose of publication, and to exhibit results in any media whatsoever.

· Every effort will be made to accurately accredit the selected competitors.

For all queries regarding the competition E: info@rugmark.org.uk
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